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Kissimmee/Osceola Historical Quick Facts
As of the 2010 census, the population of Kissimmee was 59,682. It is the county
seat of Osceola County.
Founded in the mid-19th century as Allendale, Kissimmee was renamed when
incorporated as a city in 1883. The name, Kissimmee, came from ‘Cacema’, an
Indian name meaning "long water."
Hamilton Disston of Philadelphia based his two-million acre drainage operation
(started in 1881) out of Kissimmee. Disston had contracted with the financially
insecure state of Florida to drain its southern land. In return, he would own
half of all the land he successfully drained. At that time, he became the largest
single land owner in the United States.

4. Shingle Creek is the headwaters of the
Everglades and the first area settled in
Osceola County.
5. Kissimmee, which used to be known as
“Kowtown," had laws protecting cattle from trains, and even proposed the
first aviation law to protect the cattle from “flying contraptions”, a fact that
was covered by newspapers across the world. Kissimmee was famous for its
streets of grass, kept manicured by the cattle. Townspeople fenced their
yards to keep the cattle out.

Kissimmee had a population of 4,310 in 1950. At that point there was some
citrus packing as well as the ranching.
Ranching remained an important part of the local economy until the opening
of nearby Walt Disney World in 1971. After that, tourism and development were
the largest contributors to the economy. Cattle ranchers, however, still operate
nearby, especially in the southern part of Osceola County.

6. Seminole Indians had a large encampment on what is now known as
Makinson Island in Lake Tohopekaligia. It is said to be the birthplace of
Chief Cooacoochee (Wildcat), who unlike Osceola, was a Seminole Chief.

Fun Facts
1. Osceola County has the oldest working Court
House in the state, which also happens to be
the site of the last sanctioned hanging
in the state.

2. Kissimmee was a major shipping port in the
late 1800’s and had one of the largest and
finest hotels (Tropical Hotel) south of
Jacksonville, an Opera House. We had
electricity 22 years before Orlando.
3. St. Cloud was settled by Union veterans from
the Civil War.

Guests can experience some of this history in person at the Pioneer Village
(750 North Bass Road) and at the new Osceola County Welcome Center and
History Museum (4155 West Vine Street), both in Kissimmee.
Visitor information is available at www.ExperienceKissimmee.com.
How is Kissimmee pronounced?
• The old saying goes its Kissimmee (pron.: /ki'sImi / kә-SIM-ee) during the day
and Kiss-im-mee at night.
• Further there is a story about a couple visiting the area and trying to settle
a disagreement about the pronunciation of Kissimmee. The husband asked
a server at a fast food restaurant, “Could you please pronounce the name
of this place very slowly and clearly.” The perplexed server slowly and
deliberately responded, “Bur-ger King.”

